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Steel Imports Report: United States 
Overall Production and Import Penetration 

U.S. crude steel production decreased 11 percent between 2014 and 2016, from 88.2 million metric 
tons in 2014 to 78.6 million metric tons in 2016.  Production in YTD 2017 has increased 3 percent to 
61.5 million metric tons from 59.6 million metric tons in YTD 2016.  Since 2009, apparent 
consumption (a measure of steel demand) has increasingly outpaced production.  The gap between 
demand and production increased to 19.2 million metric tons in YTD 2017.  Imports have captured 
an increasing share of demand, as shown by the relatively high levels of import penetration in 2014, 
2015, and 2016 at 34.4, 33.8, and 30.1 percent, respectively.  In YTD 2017, import penetration stood 
at 33.3 percent, up from 29.8 percent in YTD 2016. 

Top Producers 

The top seven steel 
producers in the United 
States are a mix of foreign 
and domestically-owned 
companies and a mix of 
electric arc furnace mills 
and blast furnace mills.  
The top four companies 
alone accounted for the 
majority of U.S. crude steel 
production in 2016 at 81 
percent. 

United States Top Steel Producers in 2016 
Rank Company Production  

(mmt) Main Products 

1 Nucor Corporation  22 Bars, beams, sheets, plate 

2 ArcelorMittal USA 15 
Hot-rolled, cold-rolled, plate, 
coated products, rails 

3 United States Steel Corp. 14.2 
Hot-rolled, cold-rolled, coated 
sheets, tubular products 

4 Gerdau North America 
12.4 (N. Amer.  
capacity) 

Beams, pilings, billets, rebar, 
wire rod 

5 Steel Dynamics Inc. 
7.4 (2014 
shipments) 

Flat-rolled, structural, bars, 
rails 

6 AK Steel Corporation 5.1 
Hot-rolled, cold-rolled, 
galvanized, stainless, electrical 

7 Commercial Metals Co. 2.8 (capacity) Rebar, bars, sections, billets 

Source: World Steel Association; Metal Bulletin, Iron and Steelworks of the World Directory 2017; 
Company websites 
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